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President’s Message

“If we don’t remember, who will?”

Greetings from Topeka, Kansas. I have to say first that I am humbled and honored
to serve as your President. All the veterans of the Ninth Division are very worthy of
honoring and supporting every day, and your Association will keep moving forward
on behalf of our mission to serve them. I also want to thank our immediate past
President, Terry Barnhart, for all his work in leading the Association!
Many thanks to Jane Mitchell and Theda Ray for organizing and hosting the 74 th
Reunion in Pittsburgh! It was a wonderful weekend and I know Jane and Theda
put a lot of work into this event.
There are two initial areas that I want us to start working on this fall. One, which is essential for the
Association, is to look closely at what a 501(c)3 can do, especially in raising funds (e.g., contributions, bequests, limitations) so that we may move ahead appropriately. Mary Cooper, Treasurer,
organized a conference call with our attorney Tina Melo and myself to discuss this. (Ms. Melo, with
excellent direction from Mary, helped us organize and turn in all the paperwork necessary for us to
transition to a 501(c)3 organization). We will take Tina’s advice to the officers of the Association for
more discussion as we move forward.
Another effort is to have a small group meet by phone and discuss initial steps on re-development
of a website and social media presence. This group will develop criteria and Association-specific
needs to help guide this effort.
The 5th annual Huertgen Forest tour is October 2 to 5. Our thanks to organizer Albert Trostorf for
pulling together the lectures and tours for all attendees. We will get an overview from Terry Barnhart on his participation in this year’s program/tour.
Last, but certainly not least, the 75th Reunion next year is a hallmark event for your Association. If
you were in Pittsburgh, you know that we plan to have this reunion at Fort Bragg/Fayetteville in
North Carolina. There are many steps to take in planning this annual meeting and reunion. Keep
an eye out for news about this in future issues of The Octofoil.
.
Thank you.
Pete Stern, President
Ninth Infantry Division Association
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THE 74TH ANNUAL NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
Those who attended the 74th Annual Ninth Infantry Division Reunion found out firsthand that Pittsburgh does have more bridges than Venice! It is truly a beautiful city, and we hope everyone got
the opportunity to take in some of Pittsburgh’s sights and culture.
Quite a few members arrived on Thursday, and we had dinner at the Hard Rock Café with a special
menu just for our group.
The reunion officially started on Friday morning when the hospitality suite opened for business. We
are grateful to Clare Irwin for making our programs and name tags. At our Welcome Dinner on
Friday evening we celebrated Pittsburgh by providing a delicious meal of local fare.
The Memorial Service on Saturday morning was especially moving. Pete Stern, our new president,
served as host. The Color Guard was provided by Vietnam Veterans Inc., some of whom are 9 th
Infantry Vietnam Veterans, and a bagpiper followed them playing a beautiful rendition of “Amazing
Grace.” Flowers were placed on the memorial Octofoil wreath, and the widows were honored. The
North Pittsburgh Quilts of Valor presented personalized handmade quilts to five veterans. Our talented songstress, Mary Kay Darr, led us in singing the Star Spangled Banner and American the
(continued on page 3)

OUR MISSION
This Association was formed
by the officers and men of the
9th Infantry Division in order to
perpetuate the memory of our
fallen comrades, to preserve
the esprit de corps of the Division, to assist in promoting an
everlasting world peace exclusively by means of educational
activities and to serve as an
information bureau about the
9th Infantry Division.

TIP OF THE HAT

THE OCTOFOIL

There were no contributions to the TOH fund this quarter.

The official publication of The Ninth Infantry Division
Association Inc.. Published four times yearly, JanuaryMarch; April - June; July - September; October - December.
Material for publication must be received by the publisher
according to the following schedule:

If you would like to donate, please make your check payable to:
The Ninth Infantry Division Association

December 20 for the January publication
March 20 for the April publication
June 20 for the July publication
September 20 for the October publication

Please note in the memo section of the check “Tip of the Hat”
and mail to:
Mary Cooper,

Effective July 1, 2018, the annual fee for membership,
which includes The Octofoil, is thirty five dollars ($35.00)
and must be sent to the Membership Chairperson by check
or money order made payable to:
The Ninth Infantry Division Association.
Send payment to: Clare Irwin
Membership Chairperson

The Ninth Infantry Division Association Inc. is a registered
501(c)3 Charitable Organization of the Internal Revenue
Code in a determination letter dated October 26, 2018.
Contributions are tax deductible.
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Veterans’ Travel Fund
The Veterans Travel Fund was established to provide
financial assistance to our 9th Division veterans to
attend our annual reunions. We would like to
thank the following donor for his generous contribution:

Friends of Father Connors Fund

Peter Stern—In honor of Herbert Stern’s 100th Birthday

The Friends of Father Connors Fund would like to thank the
following new donor for his generous contribution:
Marvin Toothaker

The current balance in the Veterans’ Travel Fund
Is $4,670.99. If you would like to donate, please make your
check payable to The Ninth Infantry Division Association. .
Please note in the memo section of the check “Vets Travel
Fund and send to:
Mary Cooper,

The current balance in the FFCF is $3819.95.
Continued contributions for maintenance and
lighting expenses would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to donate please make your check
payable to: The Ninth Infantry Division Association. Please
note in the memo section of the check “FFCF” and send to :
Mary Cooper,

2

Beautiful. She sang a special song entitled “An Honor to Serve and I don’t believe there was a dry eye in the room. Our distinguished
speaker and special guest was Lieutenant Colonel Charles “Chuck” Slagle. What an impressive man and soldier he is! He stayed for
the entire reunion, and our Ninth Division members thoroughly enjoyed socializing with him in the hospitality suite and other functions
he attended. He is hoping to come to our 75th reunion.
During our “Show and Tell” on Saturday afternoon several members presented stories of their fathers’ experiences and history of the
9th in WWII. Joe Kanick, a 9th Infantry Vietnam Veteran, had a treasure trove of items from the 9 th in Vietnam and WWII. It was amazing to see how much he had collected.
On Saturday evening we went on a delightful dinner dance cruise on The Queen II, the newest paddleboat in the Gateway Clipper
Fleet. We traveled on all three rivers, the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio. The evening was so beautiful that most members went
to the outside decks after dinner and forgot about dancing.
Sunday afternoon found a group of us who are baseball fans at the Pirates-Mets baseball game at lovely PNC Park. We all received
Pirates hats, and the “Ninth Infantry Division Association” was shown on the big board. (I told those in our group that our team isn’t
very good, but PNC Park is beautiful! I was right!)
Our reunion banquet on Sunday evening was so much fun. Guests had photos taken with red, white and blue props. Entertainment
was provided by “Sidekicks”, a comedic sweet Adeline quartet who had us in stitches!! The raffle was again successful, and donations were made to North Pittsburgh Quilts of Valor Pittsburgh and Vietnam Veterans, Inc. One somber moment was when Colonel
Donald Browne presented the Missing Man table to honor those who never came home.
The reunion officially ended after breakfast on Monday, but some members traveled to the Flight 93 Memorial for a solemn visit.
Susan Armstrong presented another fund-raising challenge to the membership. If members donate a total of $750 by year’s end,
Susan will match it. Let’s meet Susan’s challenge! Thanks so much, Susan, for your challenge and your generosity!!
Thank you to everyone who assisted us at the reunion. Thanks to Terry Barnhart, outgoing President, and Pete Stern, incoming President, for the beautiful bouquets presented to us. Thanks to Fred Harke, one of our new members, for always having his camera
ready and providing us with great photos! We were happy that Vietnam Veterans from Pittsburgh and other locations came to the reunion. It was our pleasure to plan and host the Pittsburgh reunion. It was rewarding to know we were doing something worthwhile for
the association and for our dad.
Theda Ray and Jane Mitchell
74th Reunion Committee

Treasurer’s Report
“Lest We Forget”
The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Memorial Service
Immaculate Conception Parish
353 Grove Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01605
Sunday, October 20th, 2019, 10:00 A.M.

Balance in all sub-accounts as of September 1, 2019

On Sunday, October 20, 2019, the 75th annual Memorial Mass
and wreath laying ceremony will be held at the Immaculate
Conception Parish in Worcester, MA. This year’s service
marks another milestone in a long line of continuous Mass
celebrations started by Father Edward T. Connors, who was
Army chaplain for the 9th Infantry Division. Father Walter J.
Riley, Pastor, will celebrate the mass and conduct the memorial service.
If you have any questions, please contact Gail Eisenhauer at
Gail will arrange for the
group to go to lunch at a local restaurant after the service.

Account
General
Octofoil
Library Project
Memorial Fund
F.F.C.F.
Reunion Insurance Fund
2015 Reunion
2016 Reunion
2017 Reunion
2018 Reunion
2019 Reunion
Vets Travel Fund

Balance
18,188.93
8,997.55
587.29
6,360.00
3,819.95
5,000.00
3,062.49
2,591.86
4,406.78
76.44
-934.11 (not final)
4,670.99

TOTAL

56,828.17

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Cooper, Treasurer

Hotel reservations should be made on your own if you plan to
stay overnight.
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TAPS SOUNDED

The muffled drum’s sad roll has beat the soldier’s last tattoo;
No more on life’s parade shall meet that brave and fallen few.
On Fame’s eternal camping—ground their silent tents are spread,
And Glory guards, with solemn round, the bivouac of the dead.

Bivouac of the Dead by Theodore O’Hare - 1847

9th Infantry Division Medal of Honor Recipients
World War II
S/Sgt. Herschel F. Briles, Co. C, 899th TD Bn; Near Scherpenseel, Germany; 20 November 1944
2nd Lieutenant John E. Butts*, Co. E, 60th Infantry; Normandy, France; 14, 16, 23 June 1944
T/Sgt. Peter J. Dalessandro, Co. E, 39th Infantry; Near Kalterherberg, Germany; 22 December 1944
Sgt. William J. Nelson*, Co. H, 60th Infantry; Djegel Dardys, NW of Sedjenane, Tunisia; 24 April 1943
PFC Carl V. Sheridan*, Co. K, 47th Infantry; Frenzerberg Castle, Germany; 26 November 1944
Captain Matt L. Urban, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Renouf, France; 14 June to 3 September, 1944

* Posthumous award

Source: U.S. Army Center of Military History

Vietnam War
SGT Sammy L. Davis, Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery; West of Cai Lay; 18 November 1967
SP4 Edward A. Devore, Jr.*, Company B, 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry; Near Saigon; 17 March 1968
PFC James W. Fous*, Company E, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry; Kien Hoa Province; 14 May 1968
SSG Don J. Jenkins, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry; Kien Phong Province; 6 January 1969
SGT Leonard B. Keller, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ap Bac Zone; 2 May 1967
SP4 Thomas J. Kinsman, Company B, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Near Vinh Long; 6 February 1968
SP4 George C. Lang, Company A, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry; Kien Hoa Province; 22 February 1969
PFC David P. Nash*, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry: Giao Duc District; 29 December 1968
SP5 Clarence E. Sasser, Headquarters Co., 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ding Tuong Province; 10 January 1968
SP4 Raymond R. Wright, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ap Bac Zone; 2 May 1967
* Posthumous award

Sources: A Short History of the 9th Infantry Division and
www.homeofheroes.com

Francisco Carlos Avila
G Co. 39th Infantry Regt.

TAPS OBITUARIES

TAPS OBITUARIES
Francisco “Pancho” Carlos Avila
1925-2019
G Company, 39th Infantry Regiment

Francisco Carlos Avila, 93, of Roanoke, Indiana passed to his
eternal reward on May 17, 2019.
“Pancho” Avila was born on October 17, 1925 in South Bend,
Indiana and was the oldest of five boys and one girl. His early
years were spent surrounded by his German and Irish ancestors,while at the same time raised to have pride in his Mexican
heritage.
He graduated from Central High School in 1943 and enlisted in
the Army in 1944 and was honorably discharged in 1946. He
was forever marked by the motto his regiment lived in Germany, AAA-O: Anything, Anywhere, Anytime, Bar None.
He married his high school sweetheart in 1948 and had 10
children. In 1950 he earned a B.S. in chemistry from Purdue
University on the GI Bill and worked as a Materials Engineer for
General Electric for 33 years, retiring in 1985. He developed
and patented polymer varnishes for electric motors. His wife
preceded him in death in 1983. “Pancho” had many interests
and a deep love for his family, country, church and the enviroment.
He was looking forward to attending the 73rd Annual Reunion
for the first time but was unable to do so.
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MAIL CALL

MAIL CALL

Dear Terry,

Dear Ninth Infantry Division Association,

What a surprise your generous gift was! I thank you for thinking
of me on my retirement. I cannot think of a nicer group of folks
than the 9th Infantry Division people. I truly enjoyed working
with you and the collection. I give you and all the members my
thanks and best wishes for continuing success and hope we
continue to stay in touch.

North Pittsburgh Quilts of Valor would like to thank you for your
“very” generous donation to NPQOV. Because of you, we can
make sure that our combat and combat zone veterans are not
forgotten. It is our honor to honor them!

Mark Savolis

God Bless,
Georgette Temme
NPQOV

Great meeting you and being part of your 74th Reunion.

(Mark was our archivist at College of the Holy Cross prior to his
retirement, at which time we presented him with a plaque.)

Vietnam Veterans, Inc.

P.O. Box 97765 Pittsburgh, Pa. 15227
Telephone # 412-431-2096
August 21, 2019
Ms. Jane Mitchell
The Ninth Infantry Division Association
11218 Timberline Road
Houston, TX 77043
Dear Ms. Mitchell:
On behalf of the Vietnam Veterans, Inc. (VVI) Honor Guards, we thank you for inviting us to participate
In the Ninth Infantry Division reunion. The program was very well organized and interesting.
Additionally, we thank you for your generous donation of $400.00. This money will be used to purchase
food and beverages for one of our monthly functions at the Veterans Hospital in Aspinwall, PA. As a nonprofit organization part of our mission is to assist disabled and needy veterans and their dependents.
The support we receive from people like you helps us in the pursuit of our goals.
Once again, we thank you for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Clement J. Blazewick, Secretary
Vietnam Veterans, Inc.
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E, Harvey, T/Sgt. Walter Murphy, Cpl. R.W. Elmea, 1st Sgt. Herbert Parkes, T/4 Harold B. Logan. It appears that the above
soldiers were representatives from most of the key Divisions
and Regiments and support units.

75 YEARS AGO
This is the first of several articles preceding the 75th Reunion
that will trace the history of the Ninth Infantry Division Association by Terry Barnhart.

General Howell was listed as the temporary Chairman of the
Board and Lt. Colonel Gentry was the acting Secretary. The
final draft of the organizational papers was scheduled after the
date of the newspaper. Unfortunately, there is no record of this
or other organizational meetings while the Division was still in
Germany.

The Beginnings of the Association
The Ninth Infantry Division Association was begun immediately
after World War II by some far thinking officers and enlisted
men. In the first edition of Ninth Division News, (a likely forerunner of the Octofoil) dated 13 June 1945, the first article was entitled “Ninth Division Association Boasts 4000”. Between 8 May
1945 and the publication of this newsletter, several officers and
men met to form the Association and to draft a constitution and
by-laws.

The first annual meeting was held at the Hotel New Yorker in
New York City on August 2-3, 1946. The featured speaker was
General Jacob L. Devers, commanding general of Army Ground
forces. Approximately 1,000 “battle-tried” members of the 9th
Division were present.

The purpose of the organization was to perpetuate the memory
of their fallen comrades, to preserve the esprit de corps of the
Division, to assist in preserving peace of the world and to aid
members and former members of the Division. Initiation fee was
$10.00 with $1.00 annual dues. Membership was open to any
person ever assigned to the Ninth Division and to present or
past members of the 746th Tank Battalion, 899th Tank Destroyer
Battalion 376th Automatic Weapons Battalion who served overseas with the Division.

The second annual reunion was held in Columbus, OH at
Desher-Wallick Hotel on June 12-14, 1947. Approximately
1,500 people attended.
The third reunion get together was held at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel in Philadelphia, PA on July 29-31, 1948. See the attached photo.
The 1949 Reunion was held in Pittsburgh, PA between June
30th and July 2nd and the 1950 Reunion was held at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago, IL between July 13-14th.

The organizers listed were the following: Brigadier General
Reese M. Howell, Brigadier General Hammond D. Birks, Lt.
Colonel Thomas J. Gentry, Jr., Colonel Van H. Bond, Colonel
Peter O. Ward, Colonel John G. Van Houten, Colonel William C.
Westmoreland, Lt. Colonel Jefferson D. Childs, Captain Linsey
Nelson. Also, included were M/Sgt. Michael Puzak, M/Sgt. Jack

Next issue the Association in the 1950’s and 1960’s with the
growing of their families and the return to Ft. Bragg for the first
time since 1942.
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Minutes of the 74th Business Meeting
Sunday, August 4, 2019
Sheraton Pittsburgh Hotel at Station Square
Pittsburgh, PA
The meeting was called to order by President Terry Barnhart at 10:00 a.m. We opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and a prayer by
Dennis Bonkowski.
The minutes from July 22, 2018 were printed in the Octofoil. Peter Stern moved to approve the written minutes and Charles Bonney
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved with no questions or additions.
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR REUNION 2019
Balance as of July 1, 2018 through June 30 2019
Account #1-General
Account #2-Octofoil
Account #3-OLP (Octofoil Library Project)
Account #4-TOTH (Memorial Fund)
Account #5- FFCF (Friends of Father Connor Fund
Account #6-Reunion
Insurance balance$5,000.00
2013 Reunion$
0
2014 Reunion$
0
2015 Reunion$3,062.49
2016 Reunion$2,591.86
2017 Reunion$4,406.78
2018 Reunion$
70.39
2019 Reunion$1,636.59
Account #7-Vets Travel Fund

$18,682.84
$ 8,640.54
$ 587.29
$ 7,409.00
$ 2,094.95
$16,768.11

$ 5,975.00

TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019

$60,157.73

Balance as of July 1, 2019 through July 31, 2019
Account #1-General
Account #2-Octofoil
Account #3-OLP (Octofoil Library Project)
Account #4-TOTH (Memorial Fund)
Account #5-FF2018CF (Friends of Father Connor Fund)
Account #6-Reunion
Insurance balance$ 5,000.00
2015 Reunion$ 3,062.49
2016 Reunion$ 2,591.86
2017 Reunion$ 4,406.78
2018 Reunion$
76.44
2019 Reunion$ 4,913.99
Account #7-Vets Travel Fund
TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS AS OF JULY 31,2019

$18,597.84
$ 9,000.54
$ 587.29
$ 7,409.00
$ 2,094.95
$20,051.56

$ 5,975.00
$63,716.18

Membership Report
Discussion was held on how to grow our organization. Suggestions were to use email and to put up flyers at Veteran Organization.
Mary Cooper made the following motion:
MOTION: To allow Clare Irwin and her committee to send out postcards or electronic information to contact past members to ask them
to rejoin the Ninth Infantry Division Association. Glenda Baswell seconded. Motion passed.
Flyers were passed out to interested members to take home and put up.
Octofoil Report
The Octofoil Editors, Jane Mitchell and Theda Ray presented the following information.
111—The Octofoil subscriptions
130—The Octofoil printed
They are now looking for a local printer in Pennsylvania.
Please renew your membership and send payments to Clare Irwin .Please continue sending in your letters or articles and if
you change your address at any time, please let them know.
Nominating Committee Report
The committee of Mary Cooper, Clare Irwin, and Judy Rishel presented the following names to join the Board of Governors to replace
the retiring members. Janet Schnall will be retained, and we will add Linda Jorden, and Theda Ray.
Lavonne Blann presented the following motion:
MOTION: To accept Linda Jorden, Janet Schnall, and Theda Ray to a three-year term on the Board of Governors. Janet Casanave
seconded and the motion passed.
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Our New Board of Governors
Term Expires 2020
Terry Barnhart
Glenda Baswell
Charles Bonney
Mary Cooper
Mary Kay Darr
Clare Irwin
Judy Rishel
Our National Officers
PresidentVice President-

Term Expires 2021
Dennis Bonkowski
JoAnn Bryant
Joyce Schumacher
Peter Stern

Peter Stern
Dennis Bonkowski

Term Expires 2022
Linda Jorden
Janet Schnall
Theda Ray

TreasurerSecretary-

Mary Cooper
JoAnn Bryant

Old Business
Change from 501(c) 19 to 501(c)3.
We were a veteran organization before, and now we are an educational organization. We have been approved and are now officially
a 501 ( c ) 3. This has taken awhile and we are happy to have reached our goal. Mary Cooper stated that she will be coming up with a
budget for future years. Some examples would be for the Octofoil, or even the reunions. It was also stated that the Ninth Infantry Division may collect dues but not pay officers.

Website Establishment
Terry Barnhart talked with Uri Becker, from Europe, about his website, but we want to go domestically. We are working with our present webmaster to get our website in compliance to being a 501(c)3. A website would be used to preserve our history of the Ninth
Division and Facebook would be used to post pictures from reunions. We want someone to help us with this project. Theda Ray will
help Terry Barnhart find someone locally to help us.
Raffle Money
Last year we raised $2,200 from the raffle and auction items. With that money we donated $400 to Vietnam Veterans Inc., $400 to
Quilts of Valor, and $1,400 to the Friends of Father Connor Fund.
Veterans Travel Fund
Nine veterans will be reimbursed 50% of what they paid for their Registration fee.
New Business
By-laws – Mary Cooper stated that even though many hours were spent on the By-laws there are some changes that need to be
made. The changes will be posted in The Octofoil. Peter Stern said the committee did a wonderful job.
75th Reunion
The location for next year’s reunion will be in Fayetteville, N.C. near Ft. Bragg. Terry Barnhart has been talking with the visitors bureau
and from someone at Ft. Bragg. They are excited for us to come. The committee will be chaired by Terry Barnhart, and its members
will be Judy Rishel, Mary Kay Darr, Mack Darr, Mary Cooper, Janet Schnall, Jack Dauner, and Charles Bonney.
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
JoAnn Bryant

Now is the time to renew your membership for 2019-2020, if you
have not already done so! Your membership includes a subscription to The Octofoil.
The membership form is on page 15 of this
publication.
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Pen to Paper - Letters to Loved Ones

From Jack Dauner
May 6, 1945
Dear Dad
This has been one of those days – you know the kind, Dad. The only trouble is that there have been too many of them
lately. So today, like a Morrison pressure tank with weak seams, I blew my top! I know what your opinion on that is,
but just remember like son, like father. I’ll be damned if I’ll let someone walk all over me after I’ve been knocked
down. One of these “fly boys“ without wings up in the control tower thinks there is a Tech/Sergeant rating open; thus,
he is shooting many brown flares and is really bucking. So, when he phoned over and left word that he wanted me to
work half of his shift, I blew my top and left him speechless.
The past two weeks I have finally struck light on one subject, Dad. The only time I was ever really happy in the army –
aside from my brief stay in Madison – was the other extreme – up in a fox hole in Germany. I wish I was there now!! It
is there that you learn teamwork. No man is bucking for stripes – they’re too easy to get. The attitude is altogether different. Yes, and men are men, and not just a bunch of words. There’s one place that actions speak louder than words.
I get so tired of hearing these guys complain about what a tough life they lead. Next time they’ll try to put a bill through
Parliament in an effort to get padded gutters and a lamp post for use when they get too inebriated. They might catch
cold on the ones in present use.
Ooh, it has been great being back here tasting life again, but if this is life, I don’t want it that way. After you’ve seen so
many good guys go down, this sort of stuff doesn’t hold at all. Frankly, if I knew where old Dick Kline was and could
get up there with him, I’d damn near go back. There’s no branch like the good old Infantry. It’s the toughest – the guys
in it bitch the most – but, there’s something that other branches lack.
It may sound funny, but I actually miss the old M-1 rifle and even that confounded BAR. I almost went down and tried to
draw one out just so I could take it apart and clean it. Then it struck me how crazy I’d appear. Well, maybe I could get
Section 8 (that’s the psycho ward). I miss firing the damn weapons, heaving grenades, cussing out that old BAR when
she jammed etc. I even miss those torn up towns. There’s somewhat of a gruesome beauty to them as I remember.
The whole trouble is I ought to be up there rather than back here and I know it. It’s no hero stuff or anything like that.
It’s just like that life was better than I ever realized.
Most of these guys are sweating out the Pacific. If we go, we go – maybe it wouldn’t hurt them. The way I look at it, I’ve
seen this much of the world, why not see the rest of it? Sure, I’d give anything to get home for 21 to 30 days, But
what’s “gotta” be has “gotta“ be. With a little luck though, I might be seeing you before the end of 1945, and that’s said
without a smile. Seems like a long time, but Tempus Fugit as we know.
Still hope to go on furlough, though there may be a mix-up with this transfer of outfits that a bunch of us are getting. My
status is still up in Flying Control, but now, I’ll be in one of the Bomb Squadrons which is to my general liking. Guess I
better get that furlough or take a 48-hour pass. I think this life as an inmate is driving me slightly nuts. By the way, the
restriction is over! I am a free man once again!
I am okay. Hope you and Mom are too. Don’t worry; everything will be okay when I get out of this blasted life of regimentation and prevarication. No more news. The war still isn’t won. Personally, I think they need me up there again
with that old BAR. Say hello to the Karbergs, and tell them that one of these days, we’ll all have to celebrate with a big
T-bone steak and french fries out at Leiser’s. Must close, Dad.
Love,
Jack
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Letters to Home (continued)

From Clarence Ray
December 22, 1944
Dear Mom and All,
Just a line to let you know I’m still kicking. Things aren’t too bad with me. I am back with the outfit now. It’s not as
nice as the hospital but things aren’t nearly as tough as when I was with them before.
It’s sort of cold and damp out here, and it snowed some last night so it looks as though we’ll have a white Christmas. I haven’t received any mail yet but I’m looking for some any day now.
I suppose you’re busy getting ready for Christmas. You know this will be the third Christmas away from home for
Wayne and me. We’ll hope that by next Christmas we can all be together again. That will be a glorious celebration,
won’t it, Mom?
As I lay here with my cold feet, I can see you with your feet in the oven reading the paper. When you see all my
friends and people I know back there, give them my very best regards. Tell them I’d like to write them, but my fingers get so darn cold, but I think of them just the same.
I have finally gotten on German soil. Does my heart good to see their own country homes blown all to He_ _. They
will have something to do besides prepare for another war.
Well, my fingers are getting stiff, so I’ll sign off for this time. Will write again as soon as I can. Don’t worry about me.
I’ll be alright. God bless you, my good people.
Love to all,
Clarence

REMINDER TO SEND “LETTER TO HOME”

HELP US TO MEET OUR CHALLENGE

At the recent reunion we reminded everyone to
please submit to us letters written during training
and combat in WWII and Vietnam. You can also
send excerpts from books or diaries written by
our brave 9th Infantry Veterans. We would love to
include submissions from more individuals. Please
share the stories of these valiant men!

At the Pittsburgh Reunion, Susan Armstrong,
offered a challenge to the association. If the
association donates $750 by the end of 2019,
Susan will match it. To date, we have not yet
reached the $750 threshold . Please help us
meet Susan’s challenge by making a small donation.

Submissions can be emailed to:

Checks should be made payable to: Ninth Infantry Division Association and marked “Challenge” in
the memo line. Send your checks to Mary Cooper,

Or mailed to:
Jane Mitchell

Come on, we can do it!
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Officers and Board of Governors
2019-2020

The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Membership Application

Officers

July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020

Peter Stern , President

Dennis Bonkowski, Vice President

NAME________________________________________________

JoAnn Bryant, Secretary

ADDRESS____________________________________________

Mary Cooper, Treasurer

CITY______________________________

STATE_____

9-DIGIT ZIP CODE_________________ PHONE______________
Board of Governors

EMAIL________________________________________________

Terms Expiring 2020
Terry Barnhart

Regular Annual Membership Fee Includes
The Octofoil Newsletter

Glenda Baswell

Amount Paid
Charles Bonney

Regular Annual Member ($35.00 per year)
Mary Cooper
Mary Kay Darr

__________

(9 Infantry Division WWll Veterans and 9 Infantry Division Vietnam
War Veterans serving in combat or peace time, Widows, Spouses, Lineal
Descendants, and any other party interested in the history or the values
of The Ninth Infantry Division)
th

th

Clare Irwin, Membership Chairperson

Foreign Country Renewals ($45.00 per year)

_____________

Total Amount Paid

___________

Judy Rishel
Terms Expiring 2021
Dennis Bonkowski

CHECK  MEMBERSHIP STATUS:

JoAnn Bryant

Joyce Schumacher

Peter Stern

Veteran _______
Veteran Date of Birth____________________
Veteran Spouse or Widow ______
Lineal Descendant _______
Other____________
Make check payable to: The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Send to:

Terms Expiring 2022

Clare Irwin, Membership Chairperson

Linda Jorden

Rev. April 2019

Theda Ray
Janet Schnall

Advisors to the Board of Governors 2019-2020
Jack Dauner
Clarence Ray
Paul Schumacher

Publishers/Editors The Octofoil
Jane Mitchell

15
11

Theda Ray

THE OCTOFOIL
1040 Hickory Ln
Indiana, PA 15701-2438
Return Service Requested

SAVE THE DATE

75TH ANNUAL
REUNION

AUGUST 6-9
2020

FT. BRAGG, NC

The Reunion Committee is excited to announce that the 75th Annual Reunion of
the Ninth Infantry Division Association will be held in Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg, NC
on August 6-9, 2020. Please note that this is a Thursday-Sunday schedule so that
we can have a day of activities and tours on the base at Ft. Bragg. Plans are underway to enjoy some special activities as we travel back to where the 9th trained
in preparation for WWII.
Today, Ft. Bragg is the world’s largest airborne facility with more than 53,000 military personnel. So mark your calendars to save the date! More information will
be made available as details are finalized to ensure comfortable accommodations and interesting activities.
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